DIEGO RIVERA

Famous Muralist

Diego Rivera had some success as a Cubist painter in Europe, but the course
of world events would strongly change the style and subject of his work.
Inspired by the political ideals of the Mexican Revolution (1914-15) and the
Russian Revolution (1917), Rivera wanted to make art that reflected the lives
of the working class and native peoples of Mexico. He developed an interest
in making murals during a trip to Italy, finding inspiration in the Renaissance
frescos there.

Returning to Mexico, Rivera began to express his artistic ideas about Mexico.
He received funding from the government to create a series of murals about
the country's people and its history on the walls of public buildings. In 1922,
Rivera completed the first of the murals at the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria

in Mexico City.

Known for numerous dalliances with women, Rivera married fellow artist
Frida Kahlo in 1929. He already had been twice before he wed Kahlo, who
was 20 years his junior, and had several children from his past relationships.
Rivera and Kahlo shared an interest in radical politics and Marxism.

Commerical Success

In the 1930s and '40s, Diego Rivera painted several murals in the United
States. Some of his works created controversy, especially the one he did for
the Rockefeller family in the RCA building in New York City. The mural,
known as "Man at the Crossroads," featured a portrait of Russian Communist
leader Vladimir Lenin. The artist had reportedly included Lenin in his piece to
portray the turbulent political atmosphere at the time, which was largely
defined by conflicting capitalist and socialist ideologies and escalating fears
surrounding the Communist Party. The Rockefellers disliked Rivera's
insertion of Lenin and, thusly, asked Rivera to remove the portrait, but the
painter refused. The Rockefellers then had Rivera stop work on the mural.

In 1934, Nelson Rockefeller famously ordered the demolition of "Man at the
Crossroads." Publish backlash against the Rockefellers ensued; after long
proclaiming a deep dedication to the arts, the powerful family now looked
both hypocritical and tyrannical. John D. Rockefeller Jr. later attempted to



explain the destruction of the mural, stating, "The picture was obscene and, in
the judgment of Rockefeller Center, an offense to good taste. It was for this
reason primarily that Rockefeller Center decided to destroy it."

Later Life and Work

In the late 1930s, Rivera went through a slow period, in terms of work. He had
no major mural commissions around this time so he devoted himself to
painting other works. While they always had a stormy relationship, Rivera and
Kahlo decided to divorce in 1939. But the pair reunited the following year and
remarried. The couple hosted Communist exile Leon Trotsky at their home
during this period.

Rivera returned to murals with one made for the 1940 Golden Gate
International Exposition held in San Franciso. In Mexico City, he spent from
1945 to 1951 working on a series of murals known as "From the Pre-Hispanic
Civilization to the Conquest." His last mural was called "Popular History of
Mexico."

Personal Life and Death

Diego Rivera lost his wife, Frida Kahlo, in 1954. The following year, He
married Emma Hurtado, his art dealer. By this time, Rivera's health was in
decline. He had traveled abroad for cancer treatment, but doctors were unable
to cure him. Diego Rivera died of heart failure on November 24, 1957, in
Mexico City, Mexico.

Since his death, Diego Rivera is remembered as an important figure in 20th
century art. His childhood home is now a museum in Mexico. His life and
relationship with Frida Kahlo has been remained a subject of great fascination
and speculation. On the big screen, actor Ruben Blades portrayed Rivera in
the 1999 movie Cradle Will Rock. Alfred Molina later brought Rivera to life,
co-starring with Salma Hayek in the 2002 acclaimed biographical film FRIDA



FRIDA AND DIEGO DIALOGUE
DIEGO: HI FRIDA! HOW ARE YOU?
FRIDA: DIEGO, I’'M GREAT, BECAUSE I'M IN SUMMER SCHOOL
DIEGO: DO YOU THINK IS A GOOD IDEA TO TELL THESE KIDS ABOUT OUR BIOGRAPHY?
FRIDA: YES, IT'S AN EXCELLENT IDEA
FRIDA: | AM A PAINTER AND YOU DIEGO?
DIEGO: | AM A PAINTER TOO
DIEGO: WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
FRIDA: WE ARE FROM MEXICO
DIEGO: SINCE | WAS AKID, | LIKED TO DRAW AND PAINT.

FRIDA: | HAD AN ACCIDENT, AND | WAS BORED WHEN | WAS IN MY HOUSE, MY MOM
HAD THE GREAT IDEA OF HANGING A MIRROR ON MY BED’S CEILING

DIEGO: | WENT TO THE ART ACADEMY, THIS SCHOOL WAS EXCLUSIVE FOR PAINTERS,
SCULPTORS, ENGRAVERS AND ARCHITECTS.

FRIDA: DIEGO, YOU ARE A VERY NICE PERSON, CAN YOU COME TO MY HOUSE?
DIEGO: OF COURSE, AND | WILL LIKE TO BE YOUR BOYFRIEND.

FRIDA: ARE YOU SURE, OK, | WILL BE YOUR GIRLFRIEND

DIEGO: WOULD YOU LIKE TO MARRY WITH ME?

FRIDA: OH, MY LOVE, OF COURSE!

DIEGO: WE GOT MARRIED,

FRIDA: WE DIVORCED, BUT WE REMARRIED BUT | DIED WHEN | WAS 46 YEARS OLD

DIEGO: AND THIS IS THE END OF THIS STORY OF LOVE
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